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ISAT Sample Questions:  Grade 7 Reading 

 

 

Stained Glass 

 

  

 When people think of stained glass, many of them think of windows.  Actually, stained glass is a 

widely used in lamp shades, jewelry, figurines, and many other objects besides windows. 

 

 Sometimes stained glass is simply regular glass painted with colors, but true stained glass has the 

color throughout the glass. 

 

 To create glass, crafters heat a combination of silica or sand, limestone, and other materials, making a 

liquid that can be blown or molded into shapes or poured into molds.  When this liquid cools, glass is 

formed.  To make colored glass, other minerals are added:  adding iron creates red glass; cobalt creates 

the color blue; silver creates yellow and gold colors; and adding copper makes green glass. 

 

 At first, objects made of stained glass were simply all one color.  By the fourth century, glassmakers 

learned to make forms with crisscrossing pieces of lead.  Artists inserted pieces of glass in spaces between 

the lead.  They used a variety of colors to create works of art in different pictures, such as flowers and 

people. 

 

 Stained glass used in windows tended to block out light.  Glassmakers soon learned to use regular 

glass for the plane and attach a thin covering of colored glass over it.  Not only did this allow more light 

in, but the light shining through the glass created prettier windows. 

 

 Many centuries ago, the steps for creating a stained glass window were established. 

 

1. Mark out the area of the window on a wooden board. 

2. Draw the pattern on the wood. 

3. Select the colors for each section. 

4. Cut the glass and fit the pieces together. 

5. Enclose the pieces with lead or other framing material. 

6. Weld the pieces of framing material together. 

7. Put a strong frame around the perimeter of the window. 

 

 

 Today, artists often create designs on computers, and some tools used to cut and shape glass have 

improved.  Otherwise, the basic process of creating stained glass art remains mostly unchanged. 

 

 Louis Comfort Tiffany was one of the most famous stained glass artists.  He first started making 

colored glass in 1892.  He experimented with glass to create different effects without using paint in his 

designs. 
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 Tiffany developed different ways to cut glass which created different looks, such as swirls within the 

glass itself.  He used thin strips of copper instead of the thicker, heavier lead between the sections of glass.  

Tiffany layered different colors of glass to create more depth and texture in his designs. 

 

 Tiffany even changed the way stained glass was manufactured.  He added various chemicals to 

change the way the glass looked and varied the heating process.  He heated the glass, then allowed it to 

cool for various lengths of time before reheating it. 

 

 Electric lighting was new at the time Tiffany developed his glass-making process.  One of his 

specialties was his stained glass lampshades.  Today, original Tiffany lampshades sell for hundreds of 

thousands of dollars.  Even reproductions of Tiffany’s design may sell for thousands of dollars. 

 

 No matter how much stained glass costs or whether artists made it hundreds of years ago or yesterday, 

its beauty continues to be appreciated. 

 

 

1. Which word comes from a Latin root meaning “hand”? 

 

A. effects 

B. creating 

C. perimeter 

D. manufacture 

 

2. Which word is a synonym for weld as it is used in the passage? 

A. fuse 

B. lash 

C. bend 

D. sift 

 

3. If iron is added to the sand when creating glass, what will be the result? 

A. The forms will be crisscrossed. 

B. The color the of the glass will be red 

C. The swirl design will appear within the glass. 

D. The glass will allow more light into the room. 
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4. What was one personal quality that most helped Louis Comfort Tiffany succeed? 

A. agility 

B. humility 

C. maturity 

D. originality 

 

5. What is the purpose of this passage? 

A. to provide that stained glass has played an important role in history 

B. to convince the reader to purchase a piece of Tiffany stained glass 

C. to inform the reader about the methods of creating stained glass for various uses 

D. to explain why artists added minerals to the sand when making glass 

 

6. According to the passage, what must be done in order for the glass to be blown into shapes? 

A. Cobalt must be added to the glass mixture of silica, limestone, and other materials. 

B. Abstract molds must be designed and built for the glass mixture. 

C. A mixture of silica, limestone, and other materials must be heated to make a liquid glass. 

D. Silver must be added slowly to the glass mixture. 

 

7. According to the passage, what is done immediately after the colors are selected for each section? 

A. The pattern is drawn on the wood. 

B. The glass is cut, and the pieces are fitted together. 

C. The area of the window is marked out on a wooden board. 

D. The pieces are enclosed with lead or other framing material. 
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Question # Correct Answer Standard/Goal/Objective 

1 D 1.4.1 

2 A 1.8.2 

3 B 2.1.2 

4 D 2.1.3 

5 C 2.1.3 

6 C 2.2.3 

7 B 2.2.4 


